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Projected by year end

Combined effort by City and State officials

“I am an Independent”

Thomas
Answers

Alderman “Ted”

The untimely death
of Tsarina Powell
from the Englewood
community sparked
the overwhelming re-
sponse from commu-
nity and" government
commitment, to ad-
dress street” crimes,

African America me-
dia, Devine would not
go into details about
the proposed pro-
gram. Would not re-
spond to questions
which represents the
48 percent, nor could
his office provide the

Critics
By Everloyce McCullough
Englewood Reporter
West Englewood - Callers
on WVON radio’s Lu Palmer

show August 11th accused Al-
derman Theodore Thomas (15)

mostly identified as information. At SSJ

“gang bangers." dead line Carolyn
However, South Barry of the Clerk of
Street Journal has the Court responsed

to SSJ request for pro-
bation sentences by
stating the data re-
quest must be submitted in writing..
However, Rev. Harold Bailey of
Probation Challenge who is also
chairman of a Cook County Criminal
board said he is waiting for those
numbers as well. Rev. Bailey did
inform SSJ that, “Three years ago
there were 75 - 80,000 persons on

probation. ....and it has

Mayor
Richard Daley

learned of a combined
effort by government
officials planning a
number of arrest by the end of the
year, which can total more than
35,000. In addition, 90,000 normally
detained under the old Gang Loiter-
ing Ordinance of Mayor Richard M.
Daley, which can lead to arrest, ac-
cording to the American Civil Liber-
ties Union.

States Attorney Richard A. Devine.

State’s Atty.
Richard Devine

Chicago Police
Supt. TerryHillard

in a letter to Chief Justice Donald P.
O’Connell, ask for his cooperation in
identifying  probation violators.
Devine wrote, "Given the fact that 48
percent of probationers will commit
new crimes within one year, that we
accelerate enforcement against those
gang members who refuse to be reha-
bilitated.”

Jl.ir ¥

of being a rubber stamp for
Mayor Richard M. Daley.” I
will not vote with the mayor
when it goes against the grain
of my community. If he has
something good,l will support
it. I will not oppose him simply
to be rebellious,” he stated in
response to the accusations.
Thomas commented further, “it
comes with the territory."
“referring to the community’s
opposition to the size of the new

construction, since they had al-
ready allocated the funds. If we
were to turn down funding for
this library, I don’t know how

- A i s

Property Tax Reform rages
senator Hendon Tax fight

Sharon Dukes

Staff Writer £
Within the next few
months, every
Chicago homeowner
will have received a
notice of the home’s |
new value and will
have 45 days to ap-
peal. For many home-
owners on the west-
side who have already
received their notice,
the deadline to appeal
is September 25,
2000.

Not only an in-
crease in property tax-
es will be upon the
homeowners , the City
of Chicago will raise

In a press reception with the

C Dnﬁ;!ue ge ‘

63rd and Wood  many years it »Youidrtgke to get

anWard
Petition For
Hotel At 39th St.

Oakwood - The resident of the
4th ward will be launching a
petition drive in support of a
zoning variance to pave the way

for construction of a $16 mil-
lion, Howard Johnson Hotel and
Plaza. The Hotel would be con-
structed at 916 East Oakwood
Blvd on land owned by Anthony
Fields an African American
businessman.

The planned gpnstruction lacks
Ald. Toni Preckwinkle (4) sup-
port as stated in a letter to Mr.
Fields dated February 15, 2000.
Preckwinkle noted in -sharing the
proposal with Shirley Newsome
and Nancy Kienan; they agreed that
it is not an appropriate development
for the site.

James Newborn a representa-
tives of the Black Economic Politi-
cal Action Network (BEPAN) and a
resident of the Kenwood/Oakland
community said his organization is
supporting the petition.

to appear on the
November ballot
as: “Shall the
Cook  county
Board exercise
its authority un-
der the Longtime
Owner-Occupant
tax Relief Act to
j grant an exemp-
ition tht will re-
| duce  property
taxes for long
time homeown-
ers faced with
| substantial-  as-
| sessment in-
| creaes as a conse-
"k | quence of new
I develpment in

the community?”
estimated

fees and other taxes. Flanked by alderman, state Igislators and community residents, Mayor Richard M. Daley reneed his call for AN
At the same time May- statewide property tax incease. Joining Daley at the event were Aldermen Billy Ocasio (26), Anthony Beale (9%, 20,000 Chicago
or Richard Daley has Vi Daley (43'),Mary Ann Smith (48), Ted Matlak (32), Jesse Granato (1), Benard Hansen(44), Gene Schulter(47), voters will vote
urged Chicagoans to Danny Solis (25), Vilma Colom (35), Madeleine Haithcock (2), Walter Burnett {27'), Joe Moore (48), Mike on this tax re-

“We are concern about the lack
of support for this project. And

(Continued on page 10)

“appeal out-of- line
property tax assess-

ments and take full advantage of .

exemptions that will lower their
property tax bills.

However, Senator Ricky Hendon
is doing more than appealing the
taxes, they are “waging war on
property tax increases on the west-
side of Chicago”.

Being a victim himself in what he
says are unfair assessments, and one
that has many residents up in arms.

Sen. Hendon said. “I've received
several complaints from residents
whose property tax assessments
are in some cases 50% higher than
last year,”

“This is not an issue to be ig-
nored but an issue to be resolved as
soon as possible.” Hendon says.

Joining in firm support is Alder-
men Michael Chandler (24), and

Zalewski (23, as well as State Representatives Mary Flowers (21), and Monique Davis (27), and State
Senators Donne Trotter (16), and Ira Silverstein (8"). :

Emma Mitts (37). Mitts stated that
she is “definitely behind Senator
Hendon.”

Addition support came from

Senator Miguel del Valle (2) and
Rep. William Delgado (3) with
Sen. Hendon and the Citizens for
Fair Assessments & Taxes
(CFA&T), who have spearheaded
a tax reform advisory referendum

form measure.
Eight of 20
wards of the westside, representing
70 precincts, altogether over 5,000
petitions were submitted.

The petition can be challenge.
But, Marc Loveless of the CFAT
said. “Any evil attorney who decide
to challenge our petition must have
decided they are going to leave this
town.” :

Sen. Hendon lead a protest Tues-

(Continued on page 11)




By the Weatherman,

The Activitist picnic Rally in Washington park, sponsored by NCOBRA.
Should be aware of the new term for Rally, is Summit, according to
"Skip", who was not at the Sunday picnic.

On the construction site of Mayor Daley’s Mil-
lennium Park, Wallace “Gator” Bradley, may
be siding with the Mayor. He was on site as a
worker, he said he told Omar Johnson, to stop
protesting the site, and for the Westside State
Senator to give back the campaign donation
Jfrom the contractor of the job Walsh Construc-
tion Company; if he do not like the way Walsh [§
is hiring Black workers. Saying there’s a lot of
Blacks on the job. Is it 50% Gator? He an-
swered, its a lot, including himself.

Bradley

Gas stations have being doing some major expansion on the south side,
such as the new Citco, 59th and Ashland, the rehab of Shell, 79th and
State and Ashland. UnZip could not get comment on the investments in
stations to indicated money received from the sells when prices were
$2.49 a gal.. Which seems to be going up again.

Dr. Charles F. Mullen, President of the Illinois College of Optometry
on 32nd and Michigan, has been elected Secretary/Treasurer of the As-
sociation of Schools and Colleges of Optome-
try (ASCO). Dr. Mullen was appointed presi-
dent of the Illinois College of Optometry in
1996, it is the first college of optometry, and
the largest institution dedicated solely to the
education of doctors of optometry. However,
noted college enroller, Silas Parnell of Ada S.
McKinley may note, the school still finds it
hard to enroll students from around the
area....However, ICO professor Daniel
Roberts, O.D., has been awarded a 810,000
grant to study hereditary patterns in African-
Americans that may cause glaucoma. Look for
his story coming up in SSJ.

Webb Evans is doing it again! He has published
a book titled ** The Other Way " which is being
sold all over the country. He is now working on
another book titled” How To Get Off The Bot-
tom. Mr. Evans should know, on 79th st. a
business selling a A Hot Sauce product
name”Homicide” was protested by and ordered
to stop selling it by, you know who; Father
Michael Pfleger of St. Sabina. So all the hot
sauce eating people should protest the Black
own product to be name “Suicide”. But suicide
is a sin too.

Tina Ollison was told to get back again, reports
are that in most cases like Ms. Ollison, the par- §
ent has 18 months to do what The Dept. of Chil-
dren and Family Services ask of the parent to
regain custody of their child. Tina has done all
expected but still, the political power of Alder-
man and Judge Burke is holding on. As now
Dr. Rev. Al Sampson would say stole a black
child {

On the slave topic: slave owner, former president | -
Andrew Jackson is known as a Double Saw-
Buck on the streets, and Hamilton is, you quest
it, is just a Buck.

As few surprises were expected from.the Republi-

can and democratic national conventions, one that maybe to Charles

Williams of the 4th ward is that Spencer Leak Jr. just back from the

Democratic Convention is putting together a political funeral for the 4th

ward. And no word on his republican dad, Spencer Sr. on who he will

i

Web Evans

Tina Olison

Jackson

be putting one together for.
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-
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10th Annual Senior Citizen Picnics

Tuesday, September 12 through Thursday, September 14. Under the banner,” Neighborhoods Alive with
Seniors will challenge their fishing skills by casting their lines into a 16'x24" pool to hook a floating target.
Winners will receive a South Bend Panfish Rod and Reel Combo. Two lucky raffle winners will enjoy a evening
cruise for two on the Chicago River, complements of the Chicago Park District. “Senior citizens bring life to the
parks through participation in ceramics, line dancing, racquetball, water aerobics and a variety of other
programs “ said Chicago Park District Superintendent David Doig, “We are proud to celebrate the powerful
impact they have made in the parks and their neighborhoods.” Mayor Daley’s Senior Picnics will be held from
10:00 a. m. -1:00p. m. at the following Chicago Park Districts locations: Tuesday, September 12, Washington
Park, 565th &King Dr., Mckinley Park , 2210 W. Pershing, Kennedy Park, 11320 So. Western. For information
call the Chicago Park District at at (312) 747 PLAY, (312) 747. 2001 (TTY) or website at www. ChicagoPark

The last Hip Hop Wednesdaze
at the 78th and Halsted 6th police district was held
with refreshments, games music and more for the
youth Back to School event. Pictured rear right in
glasses is Abraham Hackman, chair and Helen Shan-
non vice chair. The Hip.Hop Wednesdaze is part of the
CAPS program, in which Mr. Hackman ensures other
programs will be continuing during the school year for
the youth in the area.

E Zone |
proposals tof
City Council

Thirty - four Empowerment |
Zone\Enterprise Community [
(EZ/EC) projects, representing
$16 million in funding, were
sent to the Chicago City Coun-
cil for approval.

The projects will provide a
broad range of critical services- from health care to
literacy to day care to entrepreneurial programs- in
neighborhoods on the city’s South and West Sides. The
awards include 18 grants focusing on youth services
($2.6 million), 13 on economic empowerment ($13.1
million) and three on public safety ($354, 000).

“With these 34 projects, the EZ/EC program continues
to make a real difference in our neighborhoods and in
the lives of thousands of Chicago's,” said Wallace E.
Goode, Ir., the program’s new executive director.

Opening of the Wabash YMCA

Grand Blvd. - The Grand Re- Opening, October 2000.
There’s something for everyone at the new Wabash
YMCA. Members will enjoy access to: State-of-the-art
fitness facility including: indoor swimming pool, gym-
nasium, Life Fitness Equipment, weight room and free
FitStart program, .Job Training, Computers, Tutoring,
4School Age Child Care, Kids Programs. Wabash

Goode Jr.

YMCA, 3763 So. Wabash Avenue The Grand Re-
Opening of the Wabash YMCA

Francis M. Drexel Memorial Fountain
Hyde Park - Mayor Richard M. Daley, joined by
Ald. Toni Preckwinkle (4th) and numerous City offi-
cials and neighborhood residents, dedicated the newly
refurbished Francis M. Drexel Memorial Fountain in

Hyde Park. “This historic structure is really more than
ighborhood beautification,”

and place to enjoy a few quiet moments away from the
hustle and bustle of urban life.”

The fountain, built in 1883, is the oldest public fountain
in Chicago. As part of the Mayor’s neighborhood beau-
tification program, it was cleaned, received new plumb-
ing, base lighting and landscaping.

The Black*Star Project, goes Back to
School with feature guest Mary A.

Mitchell of the Sun - Times, will be held at the
Chicago Athletic Association, 12 South Michigan Ave.
5:30 pm. August 31, 2000

August 1, 2000 began the fifth year of The Black Star
Project mentioning thousands of 6th, 7th and 8th grade
students, encouraging students to attend college, help-
ing students make good career choices and teaching
children the value of reading,. The Project will also
sponsor upcoming Breakfast forums featuring Mary
Richardson of the Dept. Buildings Sept. 7, Tom Walker,
dept~pf Aviation October 11, and Diane Grigsby Jack-
son, Chief of Staff, Chicago Pubic Schools Nov. 2.
“We are working to make this a “break- out “year.” said
Phillip Jackson, the director of the project.

South Side Festivals

African Festival of the Arts, September 1-4
10am-10pm Washington Park, 5531 S. Martin
Luther King Dr. (773) 955-ARTS (2787)

Jericho Walk, Spirit Fest 2000, The 5th Annual
*“Jericho walk, Saturday, Sept. 9. Gathering at
the Church of the living god PGOT, 1738 W.
Marquett rd at 10:30 - Assemble in front of the
Church of God, Marquett Park at 71st and Calif.

4th Annual Chicago Half Marathon,
September 10, 5:30am. Front lawn of the Mu-
seum of Science & Industry. (773) 929-5978

57th Street Children's Book Fair September 24
1-5pm, 57th Street btwn Kimbark & Dorchester
(773) 536-8103

Aids Walk Chicago, September 24, 8am-1pm,
Grant Park, Arvey Field, (312) 648-9600\




New City Residents Empower Themselves

Everloyce McCullough
Englewood Writer
New City - A mini work-
shop was conducted by Pre-
sita May, staff attorney for
First Defense Legal Aid to
educate and empower New
City residents fighting
against police brutality.

Josephine Robinson, Area
Director of the Chicago
Commons Mary McDowell
Settlement House invited
May to conduct the workshop in
response to residents outrage in the
alleged beating of Chantel Johnson
August 1 by 9th district police offi-
cers. Police when contacted by SSJ
could not comment on the case,
since Johnson’s case is under inves-
tigation. Immediately following the
workshop Robinson called a press
conference to heighten awareness
of an ongoing problem with police
brutality.

In the workshop May informed
residents of their rights or to have
counsel assert their rights when
questioned or arrested by police.
She stated “the initial phase of the
investigation is crucial to the out-
come of the case. People sometimes
implicate themselves unwittingly
without legal counsel.” She in-
structed residents to call 1 800-
LAW-REP4 free legal help at the
police station any time day or night.

Some services First Defense Legal
Aid attorneys provide clients are
representing and asserting defen-
dants rights, securing medical at-
tention should the need arise. They
may appear in court as witnesses
once a client secures an attorney or
public defender.

During the press conference,
Robinson recounted the reports of
Johnson’s beating which sparked
the charges and mobilization of the
community against against police
brutality. She called for the re-
moval of the officers involved
from street duty while charges are
pending and the dismissal and
prosecution of those officers in-
volved if they are found guilty.

The family and residents are
demanding the release of Johnson
before her scheduled appearance in
criminal court at 26th and Califor-
nia, August 29 at 9 am. In addition

Seated left-right: Lizziestine Wells, Saniah Foster( mother of Chantel Johnson), Atty
Robert Sharpe, Josephine Robinson, Everloyce McCullough, John Paul Jones and
Presita May

they are requesting all charges be
dropped against Johnson. How-
ever, misdemeanor charges have
been dropped, with felony charges
remaining. The family has retained
the counsel of Robert Sharpe.

The community in a continuing
effort to prove their claims of police
brutality by 9th district police offi-
cers are calling for a meeting with
Superintendent Terry Hillard and
9th district Commander Killaskey.
The meeting is scheduled for Au-
gust 30, 6 pm-8 pm at the Chicago
Commons Mary McDowell Settle-
ment House, 1335 West 51st street.

SSJ bought the Johnson case to
the attention of State’s Attorney
Richard Devine. John Gorman of
his office reported that in response
to questions about the Haggerty
case, we are restricted in what we
can say in these cases and do not
comment ongoing investigations.

Releases Black Leadership Summit Report

With concern by many on the results
of the . Emergency Black Leadership
Summit hosted by Rep. Bobby L.
Rush, at a news conference Rush re-
leased a report.

The report prepared by

“We are inviting young people
and adults to spend time engaging in
meaningful dialogue. Young peo-
ple’s voices must be heard when
developing strategies to reduce the
violence because too often,

Rush, was joined b
business and community |
leaders with recommen-
dations made by summi
participants and offer §
analysis of their find-
ings. The report wil
also be mailed to each &
participant for their re- (&
view, as promised by
Rush.

“It is my hope that they
(participants) will find the report
helpful as they seek to implement
solutions in their neighborhoods,”
said Rush.

One of the recommendations ren-
dered is the convening of an intergen-
erational conference between adults
and young people in order to break-
down the barrier of mistrust and gain
common ground. There was no clear
indication that the young people are
those causing the crime in the com-
munity.

Keith Harris, interim chair of the
United Coalition of Political Task-
force pose the summit as a social
drive-by and a dog and pony show.
“What came out of the first summit.
Congressman Rush is well aware of
the problems and what it takes to
solve these problems.” Said Harris.

“President Clinton came to Engle-
wood and pledged millions for dis-
tressed and under-served neighbor-
hoods. Where are those funds?”

Rush not available to comment on
Harris concerns reported. Rush office
reported that the summit’s African
American leadership is working hard
to implement these suggested solu-
tions. “This is ongoing process. There
are several approaches that we are
looking to take in order to bring
safety to our streets and wholeness
back to our community,” Rush stated
in a release..

Con. Rush

their lives are the ones at
stake,” Rush stated.

The Youth/Adult Inter-
generational Dialogue will
be held on Saturday,
September 9th, 10 am, at
Chicago State University.

Other report recommen-
dations include:

(1 1- African American lead-
% ership should continue to
remain organized and meet
again for follow up.
2- Additional discovery is necessary.
Troubled homes and streets need to
be visited in order to learn what is
truly taking place on the streets.
3- Leadership must stay involved

and committed to collective work and
empowerment.

4- Rapid Response Teams of volun-
teers need to be trained and then dis-
patched into troubled neighborhoods
to offer support and organizational
training to the residents.

Harris outlining a wholistic pro-
grams on the crime in the community
stated his organization is tired of fact
finding forums when “We have the
facts. We want Congressman Rush to
do what he knows is the right thing to
do.”

Harris pointing to the pledge of $5
million dollars by Mayor Richard Da-
ley for the Englewood community,
ask for accountability to the funds for:

A cooperative job training , educa-
tional Bootcamps at youth centers
throughout the city. Money for recre-
ation centers in communities where
there is a need..
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Packaged Goods,
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Suburban Mayers te
pretest section 8

The push to meet low - income
housing needs is now carrying over
to the suburbs. It has resulted in a
clash between Chicago and Harvey
Illinois over the transplanting, or
“dumping,” of Section 8 residents
to the South Suburbs. This clash has
accusations flying fast and furious.

The Coalition to Protect Public
Housing (CPPH) have been rallying
that there is simply is not enough
low-income housing available in
Chicago based on a market study
commissioned by Chicago Housing
Authority (CHA), which indicated
the lack of housing for low income
families in Chicago.

With 29,927 waiting for section 8
housing the coalition demand a
moratorium on further demolition
of public housing until an adequate
plan has been developed to insure
housing for residents where demoli-
tion has taken place as with Robert
Taylor Homes and others. Now on
the list is Stateway Gardens on State
Street where over 1,738 families
live, to be replaced by mix use
housing.

Harvey, a city in the south sub-
urbs, once a hotbed of crime, is now
experiencing a remarkable come-
back since the election of Nicholas
E Graves as Mayor. And with this
recent resurgence there has been a
recent flood of Section 8 recipients,

a situation that has Mayor Graves
crying foul; and pointing the finger
at the CHA.

“Harvey has more Section 8 resi-
dents than any other south suburb
in 1llinois,” Mayor Graves, said.
“They’re tearing down CHA build-
ings in Chicago and want to dis-
perse the residents south.”

Mayor Graves, believes the resi-
dents are entitled to housing but
not at Harvey’s expense.

“CHA residents deserve good
housing, but you can’t take that
many people and throw them into
one area,” Mayor Graves re-
marked. “That impact” he states,

the CHA by adding. “The majority
of the families have generally not
gone to far, they choose to stay
near jobs, transportation, and im-
mediate family.”

Bill Reilly of (CHAC) says,
“About 1,800 CHA families have
relocated to the private sector with
36 in Harvey.”

And as for the influx of Section
8 residents in the city of Harvey,
Mayor Graves intends to gain sup-
port from every south suburban
Mayor and stop Section 8 voucher
dumping.

Press Secretary Bob Storman,
has stated “They’re trying to re-

“will be too great on our schools
and tax base. We will not stand for
this. It’s just not fair,”

Also, according to Mayor
Graves, more than 6,000 vouchers
have been administered by CHA
and the Housing Authority of the
County of Cook, (HAAC) to
Chicago’s 34, South Suburban
Towns.

CHA representative Francisco -
Acute firmly denies these numbers.
“Only 31 Section 8 voucher recipi-
ents have gone to Harvey,” he
says. Although, he couldn’t give
the specific numbers for residents
remaining in Chicago, he defended
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build, and they don’t want anything
to spoil the party.”

Barbara Moore, former president
of 5266 echoes Storman’s senti-
ments saying residents have been
left out of the development process
“It’s all about the land.”

Referring to three building of
53rd and State Street which was
demolished under a Hope VI plan in
which no replacement housing or an
account of what happen to the resi-
dents coming from CHA.

“There are more than families
seeking Section 8 homes with a list
that is growing rapidly every year
with the city’s housing shortage.”
said Moore.

The population of Chicago is
39% African American and repre-
sents 95% population of pubic
housing in Chicago.

CPPH noted the destruction of
pubic housing communiteis on such
a massive scale represnts an attack
on the poor in Chicago in general
but also represents a specific attack
on the black community.

The Mayor who has kept his di-
rectors of CHA African Americans
highlighting key accomplishments
of the agency under Phillip Jack-
son’s leadership including
reducing administrative costs and
closing a $47 million budget gap;
improving safety by bringing the
Chicago Police Department in the
CHA; hiring private firms to bring
property management closer to the
residents, a move that many say is a
form of private pa tronage for the
Mayor..

Under Jackson, seeking and get-
ting HUD approval of a five- year
$1.5 billion dollar “ Plan for Trans-
formation,” which guarantees every
lease- compliant resident a new or
rehabbed, home, greater access to
services -  that can lead to jobs
and economic opportunities, and a
commitment to end the isolation of
CHA from - the rest of Chicago.
This plan offers the CHA and the
City “ a road map for the next five-
years,” Mayor Daley said. “It will-
be an important guide for us all,
because there is much more to be
done.

WE ARE LOOKING
FOR ONE GOOD

We’re looking for experi-
enced reporters to cover
breaking news on small and
major events. If you want to
be part of the new media
revolution then send your
resume, writing samples and
cover letter to:

Ron Carter

ACCOUNT
REPRESENTATIVES:

We seek a marketing ori-
ented sales executive who is
comfortable in contacting
and presenting to businesses
target advertising. The ideal
candidate will have the abil-
ity to research local contacts
for various sales situations.
To qualify, you should be
extremely organized with
strong verbal and written
communications skills. This
is an ideal opportunity to
represent this prominent
newspaper.

Please send resumes to:
Bernatte Pearson,
South Street Journal, 414
West 79th Street,
Chicago, Illinois 60620.




On First Day of School,

Overcrowding Problems Persist,
New Study Shews Parents call on Vallas te push Federal, State

sfficials fer mere scheel censtruction dellars.

The first day of Chicago Public
Schools reported that over 100,000
students did not show up, costing the
city money. Ignoring Mayor Daley’s
Back to school campaign, Moverover,
Overcrowding continues to persist as
a major problem in Chicago despite
almost $2.2 billion investment by the
Chicago Public Schools, a new study
by the Neighborhood Capital Budget

Group shows.

New classroom are filling up as
soon as they open their doors, the
study shows, demonstrating that
(CPS) can’t keep pace with booming
enrollments in many neighborhoods.
In fact, 54% of new schools and
additions are already overcrowed.
Budgetary constraints will make it
even harder for (CPS) to catch up.

Without any additional State or Fed-
eral legislation to help fund school
construction and repair, CPS faces a
budget shortfall of at least $1.5 bil-
lion.

“Clearly, there’s a lot left to be
done, and CPS is fast running out of
money,” said Alfred Rodgers, a
member of NCBG’s Board of Direc-
tors and a veteran Local School
Council member. “Chicago won’t be
able to fix our schools, eliminate
overcrowding, and ensure that our
children have a good place to learn
unless the State and Federal Govern-
ments do their fair share.”

At a press conference held on
Tuesday, August 22, for the first day

of school, parent and community
leaders call on Chicago Public
Schools CEO Paul Vallas to take the
lead on securing more money for
school construction by bringing
Speaker of the House Dennis Hastert,
Senator Richard Durbin, and Gover-
nor George Ryan to a statewide forum
on school construction to be held this
October.

The parents leaders will also call
on Vallas to endorse a set of legisla-
tive principles to guide Congress in
crafting an equitable and effective
school construction bill that will help
Chicago close its budget gap.

South Street Journal
August 31, 2000, Volume 8 Number 3
South Street Journal is
published weekly by
Jarrell Communications Inc.
Ron Carter, Chair and Editor
Address all subscription and
correspondence to: 414 W.
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Westside’s Chicago Block Club
Union Inc. expands South,

By Alethia Pollard, Editor in Chief.
CHICAGO BLOCK CLUB UNION INC
West Englewood - In response to
the growing needs of community or-
ganizations, while stationed in San
Diego California, Syron Smith exper-
imented with a community organizing
effort in Watts California. With the
success of that effort; he was deter-
mined it was time to bring those ef-
forts home to Chicago.

The rest is history. Westsider’s
expanded the Chicago Block Club
Union Inc. (CBCU) to the south side.
With the concept as a civic organiza-
tion, CBCU is to bring together resi-
dents to address issues or concerns
relating to their particular block.

In Chicago, block clubs have been
around for a very long time and have
been the anchor for many communi-
ties. Most block clubs are famous for
the once a year back to school cele-
bration, but the CBCU clubs are orga-
nized to accomplish a lot more.

One of their first, projects are as-
sisting in organizing a “Shop-In” at
Graham’s Grocery, at 56th and
Hoyne. The CBCU joined in with its
newly appointed spokesperson Ever-
loyce McCullough, who spearhead
the shop-in.

McCullough who liked the village
concept of the union, expressed inter-
est and immediately became a local
manager followed as its spokesper-
son.

CBCU has 18 local managers on
the westside and 18 on the southside.

In the Woodlawn community, the
Saul Alinsky style of community or-
ganizing help develop The Wood-
lawn Organization (TWO) as one of
the most successful in community or-
ganizing. It developed a base of
Block Clubs building its membership
base.

Successful block clubs focuses on

Standing in front of Graham Grocery, at 56th and Hoyne is Syron Smith
Chicago Block Club Union, president and founder, the Union spokesperson -

Everloyce McCullough, and SSJ Advisory Board member, who is organizing
a “Shop In" with Ms. Versie Graham the owner and her son Tracy Graham.

safety issues, beautification projects,
youth activities, and much more.
“The main objective for any block is
“improved quality of life," which is
something that we all should always
strive towards." Smith pointed out.
Carrying the role of Block Clubs a
lot farther, the CBCU is a 501 © (3)
organization. According to the Inter-
nal Revenue Service CBCU is the

first block club organization ever
granted the tax exempt status.
Incorporated in October 1998, the
union has grown from a network of
eight residents to well over seven
hundred residents; covering over
three hundred city blocks. The
union is affiliated with:24 busi-
nesses, 3 Chicago Park Districts, 16
Churches, 2 Mayor Daley’s Youth-

There are 71,938 Lawyers in the State of lllinois and Cook County but there is only one
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net Centers, Illinois Department of
Human Services, and the 5™ and 15®
Ward.

Smith as the founder of the Union
is a U.S. Navy veteran, and is from
various communities within the City

of Chicago he has lived
in the Little Italy
Community- Jane Ad-
dams Housing Com-
plex, the Near North
Community-Cabrini
Green Housing Com-
plex, and the Engle-
wood
63™ Street.

“Upon losing many
family and friends to
violence in the public
housing system I was
determined to make a

Community-

In” as people coming together seck-
ing ways to better improve their sur-
roundings.

“It’s time to have a reunion!”
stressed McCullough. “We don’t
have to share our life histories, but it
is important for us to get in the habit
of speaking to each other by name.
“Good morning, Ms. Smith! How are
you, today”?

McCullough said it is also impor-
tant for us to pass this habit on to our
younger generations. “When you are
addressed by your name, there’s
something special about it. The best
way for us to arm our community
against trespassers is to know when
they have arrived.

“We can only do this by first
knowing the people that belong;
knowing the members of our family.

difference, said
Smith.

His vision proved
to be history. Smith’s
main objective is to
restore the village
concept on blocks

working together to
create a wholesome
community.

“Many of us have
been living in our
communities for
many years, and we do
not know the names of the
people that live next door.
Unfortunately, most of us are
least likely to get involved in a
disturbance with a stranger than with
someone we are familiar.” Explained
Smith.

“How do we expect to protect
each other if we are least likely to get
involved? Therefore, familiarity is
essential to the redevelopment in the
structure of our communities. When
we think of family, we tend to only
include blood relations, but family is
also defined as a group of like
things.”

CBCU pointed out its role in help-
ing in the Graham’s Grocery “Shop

where everyone is|

“We don’t have to

share our life histories,

but it is important for

us to get in the habit of
speaking to each other
by name. “Good morn-

ing, Ms. Smith! How
are you, today”?

A family that consist of people inter-
ested in a better and safer way of
living. block clubs fun, safe, & excit-
ing for everyone.”

As community organizing moves
from the 1970’s to the 2000’s the
challenge of organizing is to place in
prospective the forces that shape
community issues noted Smith.

“Our challenge of the 2000’s will
be met by continuing to simultane-
ously organize at both the community
and always at the block club level.”
Said Smith.

"Block clubs from across the city
must confront the reality that no one
is going to represent their interests
better than themselves.”

Neighhorhood Arts Center for
Kenwood-0akland area

Kenwood - A neighborhood
multi-cultural arts resource center
is set for the North Kenwood-
Oakland area, part of a neighbor-
hood revitalization effort along
47th Street.

Under the proposal, the non-
profit Little Black Pearl Work-
shop would be sold City-owned
property at 1040-48 E. 47th St.
for a nominal price of $1 in order
to build a 35,000 square-foot arts
center.

The sale of the property will oc-
cur after the City finalizes acqui-
sition and the relocation of the
existing liquor store users, which
the city reports have become

problems for the surrounding
community.

Little Black Pearl is receiving
$1.5 million in Empowerment
Zone Grants and $1 million from
the State’s lllinois First Program.

The $2.9 million facility will
house ongoing instructional pro-
grams for youth and adults. It will
provide the space for community
activities and events, incorporat-
ing job-training oportunities for
residents and showcase the skills
of local artists. It will also offer
workshop space and classes for
ceramics, woodworking, welding,
mosaic, glass blowing, painting
and drawing.

BACONS ™~

SALE OFFERINGS
FOR

THE ENTIRE FAMILY
Suits, Sport Wears, Dresses,
Trousers, Slacks, Shirts, and
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(Continued from page 1)

each year.”
Rev. Bailey's data would project an
estimate of 35,000 to be arrest based

on Devine’s 48% target for the end of

year 2000.

SSJ also learn presently there are
8,000 persons under 16 of age on
probation in Chicago, which would be
an additional 2,000 projected arrest..

Under the City and the State Attor-
ney’s office “Intensive Probation Sys-
tem” named the “Partnership Address-
ing Gangs” program, probation offi-
cers and police officers will serve as a
team, riding together in police cars in
high crime areas at night seeking pro-
bationers. The probation officers are
to be armed, a concern Judge
O’Connell raised in his reply letter
to Devine.

Mayor Daley statement in a anti-
crime news conference commends
Governor Ryan, the Illinois Depart-
ment of Corrections, Superintendent
Terry Hillard and the Chicago Po-
lice for beginning the program. The
Mayor said, "The program is a way
to crack down on gang members
who commit crimes while on pa-
role.” The Mayor said the program
will help continue a very favorable
trend that has seen Chicago’s crime
rate drop every year for the last
eight years.

Probation applies where a person
found guilty of a crime he or she

Who looks

like a “Gang
Banger”. or on
probation from
the Cook County
Jail. estimates
are that there
are over 70,000
probationers in
the Black com-
munity, and an
additional 6,000
under age 16.
Indicating that
close to 35,000
would commit

could get any-
where be-
tween  one
year to five-
years on pro-
bation without
going to a
state prison. If

they violate ; ;

5 crimes which
the probation, peyine would be
it will be up to targeting for
the judge to arrest under a
either rein-  Proposed plan

with other gov-

state the pro-
ernment sectors.

bation or send
the  proba-

tioner to jail.

Violating probation involves
guns, drugs, violent crimes, and
even associating with one that
maybe of the same ilk.

A Chicago Police spokesperson
aware of the program would not
give details, stating that it is in the
process of being developed.

Historically, Rev. Bailey views
the program as a continuation from
when Mayor Daley was the State’s
Attorney, before becoming mayor.

Combined with the Superinten-
dent Hillard implementation of the
loitering ordinance Chicago will
witness a high police arrest. How-
ever, Hillard reported that the ordi-
nance’s success will not be mea-
sured by the number of arrests

made. “Rather, our goal is to de-
ploy every tool we have available
to give our streets back to law-
abiding citizens."

Rev. Paul Jakes of the Christian
Council on Urban Affairs view
“Part of the problem is that govern-
ment have abdicated their responsi-
bility to our community. It creates a
wide spread violation of the public
trust. ...Continuing the mass
stigmatization and crimalization is
not the answer. These approaches
have been tried before, and have
not worked.”

“We do not want the politicians
powers to call for the assassinations
of our youth. What has not been
done is that this social structure has

(Continued from page 1)

Ald. Thomas

funding for a larger library.”

He is looking at the possibility
of expanding the library if the
need arises in the future.

Thomas held his 2nd annual
Town Hall meeting on August

26. Over 500 community resi-
dents attended this meeting.

” this forum is a good way for
different department heads to
let residents know what is go-
ing on in the community.” He
also plans to outline other major
projects in store for the 15th
ward. Stylemasters, an African-
American owned plant is sched-
uled for completion sometime

before the year ends. This plant
should employ an estimate 400
employees,

Reportedly starting salaries will
be consistent with a living wage.
A Super K- Mart is also going
up at 60th and Western streets.
This retailer should create 300-
400 jobs, part-time salaries to
start at $9.00/Hr.

1419 West 79" Street
Phone: 773 651 0194

Chicago,
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never given African American
youth a chance to be real contribu-
tors to the American social fabric at
large.” said Rev. Jakes.

The Loitering Ordinances began
last Thursday, August 17. The old
ordinance was adopted June 1992,
42,000 arrests were made accord-
ing to the city. The old measure,
struck down by the Illinois Appel-
late Court did not call for dispersal
notices to be given by police before
arrests are made.

To date, Chicago Police have is-
sued 14 orders to disperse.

As one 40 year old African Ameri-
can told SSJ, “I look like a gang

/M ¢ Nottie 5’

Home

Day Care

banger. And I am a
felon. The way I dress,
do I get arrested too?
It’s a style, like any
other fashion trend.”

The law is enforced
| upon police witnessing
gang or narcotic activ-
ity, or receives reports
about such activity.
Upon the Police arriv-
ing on the scene they
are to ask individuals
exhibiting gang behav-
ior by flashing hand
signals or shouting
their gang affiliation to
disperse from the area.

If, after a three hour
period, the individuals
return to resume gang
and/or narcotic behav-
ior, officers will then make arrests.

Enforcement of the ordinance is in
all police districts except the Loop,
near South and the far west north
areas. The areas will be reassessed
on a quarterly basis.

Devin’s office could not give fur-
ther details on the program or with
the correspondence to Judge
O’Connell.

With the massive arrest projected,
Rev. Bailey suggest, before we
know it our community will be sub-
ject to the same condition as the
Jewish people.

\!

All ages welcome
Evening hours upon request
Closed weekends and all major holidays
Serving the southeast side

call 773/667-9857

1222 St Charles Road
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Dear Editor
On August 22, 2
high school for me

being a freshmen is
ence. 1 really look forward to 2

years.
When I first
very Nervous. As
the school a lot of people
greeted me Very nicely. It was E 0

-4

very easy fining my classes. I =75
met a lot of new and interest- “MF?E“T

ing people. T he first day 5
went by very ﬂ ?

000 was the first day of
at Morgan park High.
a new and good experi-
good four

started school I was
1 walked into .

fast because |
had a lot of fun.
1 look forward to a good,
yet challenging time dur-
ing my stay at Morgan
park, moving o0n to
even highly educa-
tional goals. ~
Jamila C.
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“We
e always sell Tayotas for less!”

Toyota®

On Western

6941 S. Western Ave [
.* Ch
773-776_401écag0

$3495

"9 CADILAC DEVILLE ~resrass
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WILLIAM CHRYSLER/PLYMOUTH

NEW 2000 PLYMOUTH

NEON

Auto, air, power stee

ring, power brakes,

am/fm/stereo & more! stk#2260

'12399

MSRP: $14,625,
Recent College Grad

Rebate: $1,000,
{must gualify): $400

NEW 2000 PLYMOUTH

VOYAGER

Auto, air, roof rack, rear heat/air,

stk#2299

*16700

MSRP: $20,015, Rebate: $1500,
Recent College Grad (must qualify): $400

NEW 2000 CHRYSLER

300M

Auto, air conditioning & more!
stk#2296

‘2819

MSRP: $32,240, Rebate: $1,500,
Recel_ﬂ College Grad (must qualify): $400

ALL CREDIT APPLICATIONS ACCEPTED

Calt Tow JI3=238-8313

-
‘93 MAZDA J
MIATA CONV.

—
‘96 DODGE

5995 |

s
CARAVAN

‘6595

‘96 TOYOTA =

TERCEL

| 7995 |

‘95 CHEVY
CONVERSION VAN

‘8995
A N

W
'96 PONTMIC OO PI.YMOU‘I'H '99 PLYMOUTH

GRAND PRIX NEON NEON

9595 | 10,995 | 10,995

‘99 GEO
PRIZM

*11,395 |

N 3
‘99 PLYMOUTH

11,995 |

(- y =
‘97 FORD AEROSTA ‘99 CHEVY

XLT VAN

MALIBU

11,995

L‘12,995 i

e 3\
‘98 ponTiac |

*12,995
%z &,

Y o
‘99 FORD
TAURUS SE

*13,395 :

‘98 DODGE
CARAVAN

|*12,995 |

GRAND PRIX

EE R R ENERNRRNRENRRRNRRNNR NN N R RA R R RN R RN N NN R RN NN RN R N R NN R R RN E N N RN R RN NN

ALL USED CARS WARRANTED'*

F
‘99 CHEVY
MONTE CARLO

(*13,595 |

\
‘00 DODGE

STRATUS SE

*13,995

A

‘99 DGDG'E
INTREPID

‘99 KiA
SPORTAGE

*13,995 514,995 -

~N
‘99 CHEVY

‘98 FORD ‘00 DODGE
WINDSTAR CL VAN INTREPID

VENTURE VAN
15,995 | °16,995 515,995J

>
‘98 GMC

JIMMY 4Xa

 #17,595

v

ASTRO LS

*18,595

0?4
‘00 CHEVY

‘08 OLDS
AURORA

B

‘00 DODGE
GRAND CARAVAN

Y
'98 JEEP GRAND

‘97 CADILLAC ‘99 FORD w
CHEROKEE LAREDO |SEDAN DEVILLE [EXPLORER XLT

#19,295 |

*19,595 | *

19,995 | 19,995 |°20,995

WILLIAM

—_CHRYSLER/PLYMOUTH

Just add tax, title, lic. & doc. fee to all advertised prices. *All used vehicles 60 day warranty.

Awand Wuuuug Senwice!

CHRYSLER

71238-8313

92nd & Ashland
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(Continued from page 1

from the alderman. This is the kind
of project that supports the City, and
creates a tax base and jobs.

Mr. Fields stated that the hotel
would create over 300 hundred jobs
and career opportunities for resi-
dents, in that it is in or next to an
Empowerment Zone and TIF area for
business development.

Anthony Fields presents his plans for a Howard Johnson Hotel &
Plaza to be located in 39th and Oakwood in the 4th ward, to the
Black Economic & Political Action Nework meeting.

T Ald, Peckwinle was not avail-

able for comment. However, her
chief of staff Al Kindle not aware of
the letter to Mr. Fields said the pro-
posal must go before the Kenwood/
Oakland Community Conservation
Council because of its location. In
which Mr. Fields must present the
plan to the CCC in order for such a

A DIGITAL DIVIDE"
ON THE INTERNET:

By Ted Bridis

The Columbian )
WASHINGTON - A new study finds
a "'digital divide" on the Internet:
White students in high school and
college are far more likely than
blacks to have home computers and
use the World Wide Web, even after
accounting for differences in in-
come.

The study, published today in Sci-
ence magazine, found white people
in general are more likely to have a
computer at home and to use the
Web. But the biggest disparities sur-
faced when comparing students,
**the most disturbing instance yet of
when race matters in Internet ac-
cess," the study said.

“We can't explain that by in-
come," said Donna L. Hoffman, an
associate professor at Vanderbilt
University, who helped write the
study. " There must be some racial or
cultural or social factors. It really
needs to be looked into."

The study indicated 73 percent of
white students had a computer at
home - a key indicator of frequent
Internet use - but only 33 percent of
black students did. The gap re-
mained even when researchers ac-
counted for differences in income.

Among all ages, 44 percent of
whites owned a home computer,

compared with 29 percent of blacks.
The study was based on telephone
interviews of 5,813 people in De-
cember 1996 and January 1997 by
Nielsen Media Research. No margin
of error was provided.

**The Internet is taking an increas-
ingly important role in the global
economy,” Hoffman said. “*It's obvi-
ous that as ... more and more infor-
mation is available online, you're not
going to be able to participate. The
rewards of this democratic commu-
nication that people are suggesting
will come from the Internet won't be
available to everyone."

The study indicated 59 percent of
whites used the Web in the past six
months, compared with 31 percent
of blacks. The gap was widest
among races when people did not
own a home computer.

Researchers said that suggests
white students without their own
computers are finding other places -
such as schools, libraries or cyber-
cafes - to access the Internet.

"When there is no home com-
puter, white students are more than
twice as likely to have used the Web
in the past six months and more than
three times as likely to have used the
Web in the past week,' ' Hoffman
said.

Associated Press writer

SOS Quality Systems

Computers }1

Sales & Serxvice

SOS developed reliable com-
puter service, on-Site Train-

plies, DeskJet/Ink jet Car-

and Visa/Master Card

tom built for you!

Fax: (223) 7Z731=-5130
E-mail:sosquality.com

ing, Internet connection, Sup-

tridge, Typewriter ribbons, Pa-
per & supplies / Cash register

Used & New Computers Cus-

(223)731-5122/5219

1522 E. 87th St Chgo, IL 6061

SmmE i

plan to be consider for development.

Chatham - Hats Off to the Progres-
sive Baptist State Convention headed
by Rev. Otis Anderson Jr. will con-
duct their first community Shop- In
Saturday, September 2nd starting at
1:00 p.m. at the Chatham Food Cen-
ter, Calumet and 79th Street. You
have talked i o i
about the bad
things about
some of our
churches,
now let us
run and tell
the good. Not |

only tell

about the i !
Shop-In- " Ald Toni Peckwinkle
Come and opposes Businessman
shop with  Anthony Fields in
them. Webb building a hotel at
Evans and 916 E. Oakwood.

the U.A.PA. members will be part of
the shop-in.

Refinancing

QaoQo
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Edward Carter

Entrepreneur Extraordinaire

By Sharon Dukes, SSJ Staff Writer
Roseland - Edward W. Carter began his illustrious career at fifteen, an age
when most are still developing skills. In 1959 the budding entrepreneur

opened Metro Music retail store with an investment (he sold his collection of

10,000 albums) of $400.

Eleven years later in 1970, Metro
blew the hinges off the retail industry
by opening a more sprawling innova-
tive store (that was once an aban-
doned gas station) at 322 East 103,
At the time this store was described as
the “operation and design to emu-
late.” And the first to introduce a
drive-in mass merchandising concept
and a 40 car parking lot.

At this location Metro expanded on
a wider range of groundbreaking
ideas: The introduction of color logos,
in store artist appearances, and be-
coming the first retailer to create, cast,
produce, direct, and film it’s own TV
commercials.

Metro Music also sponsored and

produced the commercials for the
legendary Soul Train using it’s own
in house production company.

Forging ahead with breakneck
speed Metro created an even larger
foothold in the industry when in
December 1971, a third store opened
at 1525 East 87.™ 10,000 albums were
sold in one weekend and over
100,000 were in attendance, making
Metro Music the largest Black owned
retailer in the country.

In 1974, Metro Music leased space

warehouse. Since 1977, Metro has
had every video directed, acted, and
produced by African Americans. It
also stocks thousands of Black histor-
ical films and documentaries.

Edward W. Carter is not only a
nationally recognized force in the
business community, he is also
deeply respected, for accomplish-
ments that have gone largely unrec-
ognized by the public. He fathered
the Metropolitan Record Association
a retail trade association that ob-

computerized 70,000 square foot

' .Om.':'-%r{ya_ye Gorpora/zbzz

We can help you with your home financial needs!

A  Our Mortgage Corporation offers a variety #
} of loan products consisting of first and second #
mortgages and equity loans of credit...upto 2

125% of your home’s value. using the equity #

in your home, get cash for:

making home improvements
Consolidating hijgh interest credit cards
Paying school tuition

other personal needs, and with much more
Sexibility in using equity you have.

Regardless of past credit history, our Mort-

gage Corporation can assist you by:
e Easy approval process
e No application fee
o Competitive interest rates
e Fast closing
Application taken over the phone. Call:

(630) 833-4900

@ For a free consultation and there is no obligation or cost. 4
# You’ll be taking the first step towards getting the money and
financial security you deserve at a low cost.

Qur H or/yaye Gorporalicm

is an Illinois Residential Mortgage Licensee

tained advertisements for local mom
and pop stores in Chicago. He was
also the first retailer to help promote
and establish Black record dealers
across the country.

With a great eye for talent Mr.
Carter never forgets his generosity.
In 1968, he showcased The Jackson
5 at the Keymens’ Club Ballroom on
the westside. In 1974, Metro Music
was chosen by CBS Records to pro-
mote the album “The Jacksons” the
groups first solo album after leaving
Motown. In 1988, Metro Music pro-
duced the first TV commercial for
Jackie Jackson’s solo album.

These days Edward W. Carter is
heavily promoting the career of
recording artist Jackie Ross who
records under the Metro Recording
Artist banner. And for Edward W.
Carter, Metro, and Jackie Ross the
best 1s yet to come.

for an entire video department that
was aptly named Metro Vision over
the next five years, this department
expanded into one of the largest
video and entertainment centers in
the world. It also revolutionized
video (using artist to sell presenta-
tions of their music) jumpstarting
the video craze that ruled the 80s’.
Metro also has the distinction of
being the only retailer to have the
highest volume of music sales per
square foot in the country-turning
it’s inventory 24 times a year, selling,
renting, and designing video soft-
ware, creating the alphabetical code
pricing chart, and designing the first

FREXK

with first time activated w/ this Ad

OK WIRELESS
737 W. 64th St.

Chicago, IL 60621

Tel.: (773) 783-7883
Fax: (773) 783-7873

Mon.- Thur. 10 am - 6:30 pm
Fri. - Sat. 10 am - 7:00 pm

63 Minutes i

P o e e e e v e S N NN BN S e N SN ED S BSOS E e




EBONY

CONVENTIONA'. & CREATIVE FINANCING
TR S S T e ORI

7924 South Ashland Ave

REAL
ESTATE

EXPERTS in
FHA & VA
Financing

Senior Discount on Commissions

Chicago, IL 60620

P I T o ot e e Y

e

WHO WILL ANSWER
MY PRAYERS?

Call Michelle Favia at
Today for a free loan consultation.

GSF MORTGAGE CORP / '
- Sponsors of ;

The Rebirth of Englewood

**Purchase
**Refinance
**Bill consolidation
**Home improvements

PHONE: 847~-605~8244 x 118
PAGER: 847~203~5446
999 PLAzZA DR.
SCHAUMBURG, IL 60173

finoes Resdennal Mongage- Licensee

$75 Million
City Mortgage
Program:

The City of Chicago introduced
an ordinance authorizing the
Chicago Department of Housing
to issue $75 million of single-
family mortgage revenue bonds
to underwrite the the cost of
mortgages for first- time home
buyers.

“ In recent years, we’ve made
tremendous progress toward our
goal of revitalizing and stabiliz-
ing neighborhoods by providing
affordable home ownership op-
portunities to Chicago residents,
thanks in large part to the success
of the City Mortgage program,”
said Mayor Daley. “ This legisla-
tion will allow the Chicago De-
partment of Housing to provide
low- interest mortgages and
down payment assistance for
nearly 900 families this year.”
Chicago by providing extremely
competitive mortgage rates along
with grants of up to 4 percent of
the loan amount to cover down
payment and closing costs.

The program is targeted to low -
and moderate- income individu-
als. Applicants must not have
owned a home for three
years;qualify for a mortgage
from one of 18 participating
lenders; and meet income and
purchase price guidelines.

The program is available city
-wide for the purchase of condo-
miniums, single family and
town- homes, as well as 1- to -4
unit buildings. Since the pro-
gram’s inception in 1996, it has
helped more than 3,500 individu-
als and families realize their
dreams of home ownership.

| WANTED

HOMES

TO TRAIN CREWS
FREE ESTIMATES-100% FINANCING

DEBT. CONSOLIDATION & REFINANCING

SUMMER SALE

20% TO 30% DISCOUNTS
«WINDOWSeBASEMENTS eKITCHENS

eBATH FOORS ¢ATTICS ¢PORCHES
eDECKS ¢TUCKPOINTING ¢DOORS

LIBERTY REMODELERS

74-

LL 1-773-2

(Continued from page 1)

Hendon
“Tax Fight

community activist, and community
based organizations such as Con-
cerned Citizens of East Garfield
Park, and Eyes on Austin, to the
office of James Houlihan, the Cook
County Tax Assessor.

Community gentrification fever
has resulted in the gripping of many
communities (especially the poor-
est) many families are losing their
homes to property hikes, a circum-
stance that is not lost on the Senator,
who believes the assessments are an
attempt to drive many residents
from the area.

“These property increases are a
way to make residents lose their
homes™ he says, “by taking property
from nonpaying taxes.”

This issue has been a wake up call
to many west-siders, and for Senator
Ricky Hendon , a battle he does not
intend to lose.

Cook County Taxpayers have
seen property taxes increase 85% in
the past 10 years. - Loveless says,
“political gridlock has kept property
tax reform on the back burners too
long.” says Loveless. -“With the
exorbitant increase in Chicago’s
real estate tax assessments will
come an explosion of tax appeals at
the both Assessor’s Office and the
Board of Tax Review.”

Noting that soaring property val-
ues in Chicago would increase the
tax burden on many residents, May-
or Daley called for an opportunity to
sit down with Governor Ryan and
State lawmakers during the next
legislative session to craft funda-

mental and lasting changes in the
State’s tax structure.

“Illinois has the 10® highest per
capita property tax rate in the coun-
try, while the state’s per capital in-
come tax ranks 30®, “ the Mayor
said at a news conference in front of
the home of a senior citizen at 1653
N. Oakley Ave. in the Humboldt
Park neighborhood.

In the short term, Daley urged
hard-hit Chicago property owners,
like senior citizens and long time
homeowners, to appeal their proper-
ty tax assessments if they feel they
are out of line with comparable
homes in the neighborhood, or if the
description of their property is
wrong.

On the one hand, because of the
growth occurring in many neighbor-
hoods, the values of people’s
homes has risen. On the other, their
property tax bills have climbed
along with their property values.”

During Mayor Richard M. Da-
ley’s 11 years as Mayor, he reported
he has frozen property taxes four
years, cut them twice and held any
increase well below the city’s self
imposed property tax cap.

The Mayor said, the City of
Chicago property tax increases have
been limited to an average of only 1
% a year, including the most recent
increase for his Neighborhoods
Alive 21 program, which calls for
19 new and renovated police sta-
tions, up to 20 new or improved
firehouses, new or improved branch
libraries throughout the city and
more campus park projects and
open space acquisitions.

Homeowners can call the Cook
County Assessor’s office at
(312)\443- 7750 or log on to its
web site at www. Cook county
assessor.com for assistance on
how to appeal their property tax
assessments.
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5820 S. Ashiand Ave.

UMBER < (773) 434-8500

Home Improvement , ... profuriit
Center g

Since 1947 Sunday 9 AM to 3 PM
We Accept All Major Credit Cards

QWax R|ngs 3gc Fyrenetlcs Drywall C|ose'out Shingles
N 101951 sm°ke Alarm «1/2 or 3/8 x 4’ x 8 Your Choice : * While Supplies Last

hite TOiIet * 25 Year Shingles Cedar

Only = 35 Year Presidentia’
* 1.5 Gallon Flush

Dimensional Skingles
Weathered W 1 Only

03

11203:.201930

028945.46

] Continental
T 24” Vanity
%ﬁ:‘ el Woorgrain or
I W= M White
. itchen Faucet or «187x24"
‘N Place Floor Tile
Ceramic Wal! Tile gxgr  Tross : Tub Enclosure Bathroom Faucet 99
® 4-1/4 x 4-1/4 = 11 Colors in our Selection i Tila 5 Siylesand Patierns « Seif Adhesive ]
Ceramic Tile « 2 Doors with Towel Bar with P DP'UF
¢ 95033.95537.047119, * Ivory ¢ « Silver Finish = 2 Handle Kitchen Faucet 103421.20
: 22.37.219.220.140, EARSES SN faoce Medicine Cabinet 19"x26”
144,148.033057 2 5¢ s gy Your Choice 99 Swing Door...49.99 %4780
Ea. 93974-77,038155,92955,93310,93650 Cuitured Marble Top Sold
029930 044163,94754 Separalely
|'-*'~_"" :“m starter
Set
!Iatex L'alllk « Gluss or Satin « Unfinished Birch
« 10.5 Tube M Start-Up Set
102 ‘ - Includes 60" Base
« 10 Year Durability m DIMV'E&TL:MF:L ll-'"'gu‘;“mg m\,:";ﬂ; 2 _;_2..:3“
;. i : 20' and 24' Lengths at all Cabinels
T-50 Fastner’s Gun * White i 1A e pcss Tou Arion
o EZ Squeeze * Heavy Duty * 2 year Warranty Chear Where We Serve Our Cugtomers 99
99 ¢ 2 99 *2x4-8
= 010816 Gal. = Chy 117866

S . Woodgrain Paneling

4 Newy cedaR + Weedel FE

« Excellent for Bedrunms meg Room, Dining or amlly Room

99 Tannboar

”fckﬁ—!’\\/
614

Rustic Stockade Fencing
« #1 Premium Grade

val Slding * 6' x B' Sections
« White Double 5 E-Z Care * 10 Pieces
per Square * 1 Square Covers 100 Sq. Ft. I199

101065 Dog Ear Fencing Treated..33.99

Almond Siding....43.99 101066 116643

»z~ Porch & Deck
Paint Window Shades Entry Lock

s e » 37 1/4" Width x 6' Long *Stainless Steel or Polished Brass

» Exterior Use : S A
¢ 12 Premixed . Whate or lvory Adjustable Backset

Interior Flat
" Latex Paint
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