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Columbia University Celebrates the Arts 

And Salman Rushdie’s Midnight’s Children 
With Month-long Humanities Festival, March 2-30

Performing Artists, Pulitzer and Booker Prize Winners Join Renowned Scholars, 

Royal Shakespeare Company Actors and Salman Rushdie
As part of its enhanced commitment to the arts, Columbia University is presenting the Midnight’s Children Humanities Festival on campus, March 2-30. The Humanities Festival will weave the arts with intellectual programs designed around the U.S. premiere of Salman Rushdie’s Midnight’s Children. The production of Midnight’s Children is an unprecedented collaboration among Columbia University, the University of Michigan, University Musical Society and the Royal Shakespeare Company (RSC) and Harlem’s Apollo Theater.

Throughout the month of March, Columbia University’s campus will bustle with more than 20 public dialogues, open roundtable rehearsals, readings and debates on topics ranging from performing arts and comparative literature to anthropology and cultural studies. 

“The Humanities Festival will enrich the production of Midnight’s Children and immerse the campus and community in discussions on the creative process, politics, history and culture of the era, as well as religious, racial and ethnic diversity,” says Columbia University President Lee C. Bollinger. “Through the work of one playwright/novelist, artists and distinguished scholars across the University will come together and engage the community and the city at large.”

Festival events will include: President Bollinger interviewing Salman Rushdie; readings by RSC actors; teach-ins on the history and culture of India and Pakistan, and discussions with leading Columbia faculty, such as author Edward Said. On Monday, March 17, the Asia Society will feature an intergenerational panel of South Asians, including those involved with the independence movement of India and the founding of Pakistan. 

Additional Festival participants include: Peter Awn, Janaki Bakhle, Russell Banks, Homi Bhabha, Vikram Chandra, Michael Cunningham, Todd Gitlin, Margo Jefferson, Manning Marable, Eduardo Machado, John Rockwell and Patricia Williams.

“The Midnight’s Children Humanities Festival extends Columbia’s pedagogical programs in the arts into the public sphere, and creates a more central relationship with the University and the larger arts community,” says Bruce Ferguson, dean of Columbia University’s School of the Arts.

Jayme Koszyn, who programmed the Festival for Columbia University, says: “With the rich resources of this remarkable University, we have created what we think may be the largest, most in-depth context for one production in New York City.”

In conjunction with the festival, teams of teaching artists from the RSC and Columbia students and alumni will lead workshops in public high schools mainly located in Harlem and the Morningside Heights neighborhoods to prepare students for a special high school performance on March 25.
Columbia University is also creating an innovative, cross-disciplinary multimedia study environment. This online digital archive will feature profiles of figures related to the period, historical photographs, film and music clips, artwork and videotaped commentary by Rushdie, director Tim Supple and Columbia faculty. The Multimedia Study Environment will be available to the public at www.midnightschildrenNYC.com.
“Arts advance knowledge,” says Bollinger. “And it is the responsibility of great universities to support the arts. I am thrilled that the Midnight’s Children collaboration and Columbia’s Humanities Festival will engender discourse on campus, at local high schools and throughout the community through an exciting exploration of the ideas embedded in the play.” 

A detailed list of Midnight’s Children Humanities Festival events, participants and locations is attached. Festival tickets are $5 for most sessions and are on sale through the Miller Theatre Box Office, 2960 Broadway (at 116th Street), 212-854-7799, and at www.midnightschildrenNYC.com. Additional information on the Midnight’s Children production and the Humanities Festival is also available on this Web site.
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