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The Universa l  Declara t ion of  Human Rights  (UDHR)
Mult imedia Study Environment (MMSE),  developed in
p a r t n e r s h i p  w i t h  Pe t e r  D a n c h i n ,  p r o f e s s o r  a t  t h e
School for  Internat ional  and Publ ic Af fa i rs,  e lucidates
this important internat ional  t reat ise through careful ly
chosen references, readings, images and video.  Fun-
damental  to teaching human r ights,  th is digi ta l  repre-
sentat ion of  the UDHR features interpretat ions of  the
eight preamble clauses and the f i rst  f ive art ic les pre-
pared by major scholars in the f ie ld (wi th plans to ex-
pand the study environment by fa l l  2002).

When read in isolat ion f rom i ts histor ical  context ,  the
UDHR lacks the power and signi f icance of  th is crucial
20th century art i fact .   Presented with comprehensive
background informat ion and personal  insights of  the
drafters,   the MMSE gives students an appreciat ion for
the enormous impact the document has had on shap-
ing the modern world.   Owing to the kind of  t reatment
the text receives in CCNMTL’s mult imedia environment,
users have a dynamic study environment in which to
invest igate the work.

Opening with the document text ,  the MMSE al lows the
user to study each art icle in detai l  by focusing on each
one’s centra l  concepts,  h is tory,  cases and appl ica-
t ions,  meanings and related documents.   Each art ic le
also has i ts own select ion of  readings and discussion
top ics ,  and  severa l  i nc lude   v ideo  in te rv iews  w i th
scholars such as Reed Brody, Louis Henkin,  J.  Paul
Mart in and Michael  Ratner,  and histor ical  f i lm cl ips.
The MMSE of fers a comprehensive l is t  of  re levant or-
ganizat ions,  wi th l inks to their  Web si tes,  as wel l  as
biographies of  key f igures.

This resource is avai lable to al l  students and facul ty
at  Columbia,  for  use in c lass,  as wel l  as for  indepen-
dent study and research.

Center for New Media Teaching and Learning   •   Columbia University   •   204 Butler Library   •   535 West 114th Street   •   New York, NY  10027   •   (212) 854- 9058   •   http://ccnmtl.columbia.edu

Multimedia Study Environment:
Universal Declaration of Human Rights

http://ccnmtl.columbia.edu/projects/mmt/udhr

Complete text of Unviersal Declaration of
Human Rights

Video interview with Louis Henkin

Historical film clip


