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CCNMTL COLLABORATES WITH WGBH AND UMASS BOSTON  
TO ACTIVATE VIETNAM DIGITAL ARCHIVE 

 

New York–June 25, 2008. The Institute of Museum and Library Services (IMLS) has recently awarded a National Leader-

ship Grant to the WGBH Educational Foundation Media Library and Archives (WGBH) along with the University of Mas-

sachusetts Boston Healey Library (UMB) and the Columbia Center for New Media Teaching and Learning (CCNMTL) for 

the creation of a digital library with material from the 1983 WGBH miniseries Vietnam: A Television History. The IMLS 

grant award is $709,000, and WGBH has raised an additional $451,000 in matching funds. 
 

The materials that WGBH generated to create the landmark 13-hour miniseries about the war in Vietnam are currently 

being preserved and digitized at the University of Massachusetts Boston. CCNMTL will work with WGBH to make these 

materials accessible to instructors, scholars, and the general public. Photographs and hundreds of hours of interviews, 

original footage, and archived footage will allow for significant scholarly work to be conducted with these materials that 

heretofore were inaccessible to scholars, students, and the public. Working in partnership with Columbia faculty from 

several departments, CCNMTL will define pedagogical models for engaging a range of these multimedia materials. 
 

Dr. Charles Armstrong, Korea Foundation Associate Professor of Korean Studies in the Social Sciences at Columbia 

University, is partnering with CCNMTL to allow the students in his fall 2009 History of the Vietnam War course to create 

their own short documentaries using materials from the digital archive. Drs. Margaret Crocco and Bill Gaudelli, Teachers 

College professors of Social Studies and Social Studies and Education, respectively, are teaming up to create a course 

where educators will assess how the Vietnam War has been taught, and conceptualize new methods of teaching this 

subject in K-12 schools using multimedia lesson plans. Dr. John Broughton, associate professor of Psychology and Edu-

cation at Teachers College, will use the materials in a course in Media Studies to help students examine representa-

tions of culture and youth during the Vietnam era. 
 

The public will have access to the miniseries materials through the WGBH Open Vault Web site 

(http://openvault.wgbh.org/) and on-site at UMB Healey Library. Pedagogical models developed at Columbia will be 

made available to the public. WGBH, CCNMTL, and the University of Massachusetts also plan to create a consortium of 

institutions and instructors interested in using the Vietnam Digital Library in their own classrooms. 
 

"This project represents an important partnership between public television, academic institutions, and a digital media 

and education center where the collaboration produces a profound and lasting impact on the teaching and study of the 

Vietnam War," said Frank Moretti, CCNMTL's executive director. 
 

About the Columbia Center for New Media Teaching and Learning (CCNMTL) 

CCNMTL's mission is to enhance teaching and learning through the purposeful use of new media and technology. We 

form partnerships with faculty, providing them with as much support as they need in everything from the construction of 

course Web sites to the development of advanced projects. We are committed to remaining a leader in our field, engag-

ing our faculty partners in the reinvention of education for the digital age. 
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