[image: image2.jpg]BONEAU/BRYAN-BROWN

150 WEST 46TH STREET e SUITE 700 ¢ NEW YORK, NY 10036
PHONE: 212-575-3030 FAX: 212-575-7534





February 7, 2003

Contact: Adrian Bryan-Brown/Dennis Crowley

[image: image1.png]o

COLUMBIA
UNIVERSITY





Columbia University

In Association with the Royal Shakespeare Company

And the University of Michigan, University Musical Society
Presents 

The RSC’s Production of

Salman Rushdie’s Midnight’s Children
A New Dramatization by Salman Rushdie, Simon Reade and Tim Supple

Apollo Theater, New York, March 21-30

An unprecedented collaboration among Columbia University, the University of Michigan, University Musical Society and the Royal Shakespeare Company (RSC) will bring Salman Rushdie’s award-winning allegory of modern India, Midnight's Children, to the stage—and to the United States—for the first time. There will be 12 performances in New York City at the Apollo Theater from March 21 through 30.

Midnight's Children is a complex work combining the turbulent history of 20th century India, Pakistan and Bangladesh; the saga of a Muslim family, and the story of Saleem Sinai, whose telepathic powers allow him to communicate with other midnight’s children, born at the moment of India’s independence from Britain—the stroke of midnight on August 15, 1947.

Saleem is swapped at birth and his life becomes magically entwined with the destinies of the twin nations, born at the same moment as he. One of 1,001 midnight’s children, Saleem becomes a symbol of his homeland: one midnight’s child determining the state of his nation and the fortunes of his family.

Rushdie’s kaleidoscopic tale of modern India will be brought to life in an inventive, contemporary, sweeping and engrossing production—a magical cinematic history, family saga and political epic. An on-stage movie screen will serve dual purposes: to show footage from India and Pakistan’s history and add magic to the midnight’s children’s meetings.

“This unparalleled partnership between Columbia, the Royal Shakespeare Company and the Apollo Theater will yield a unique educational, artistic and community event,” says Columbia University President Lee C. Bollinger. “I believe it is the responsibility of great universities to support the arts. Academic institutions and cultural institutions share a goal—to explore and better understand the human condition. It is my hope that this is just the beginning of a relationship with the Apollo and other cultural institutions in New York.”

The performance schedule for Midnight's Children at the Apollo Theater, 253 W. 125th Street, is as follows:

Friday, March 21
7:00 p.m.

Saturday, March 22
7:00 p.m.

Sunday, March 23
3:00 p.m.

Monday, March 24
7:00 p.m. (press opening night)

Tuesday, March 25
1:00 p.m. and 7:00 p.m. (matinee for high school students)

Thursday, March 27
7:00 p.m.

Friday, March 28
7:00 p.m.

Saturday, March 29
1:00 p.m. and 7:00 p.m.

Sunday, March 30
1:00 p.m. and 7:00 p.m.

Tim Supple marks his directorial return to the RSC. His previous RSC work includes The Comedy of Errors (1996), Ted Hughes’ Tales from Ovid (1999/2000, co-adapted with Simon Reade) and the RSC/Young Vic co-production A Servant to Two Masters (1999/2000). He also directed the stage version of Salman Rushdie’s novel Haroun and the Sea of Stories at the National Theatre in 1998.

Among a cast of 20, the leading role of Saleem is played by Zubin Varla. His previous roles for the RSC include Romeo in Romeo and Juliet (1995), the title role in Roberto Zucco (1997) and most recently, Caliban in The Tempest (2000). His other work includes Judas in the West End revival of Jesus Christ Superstar and Feste in Tim Supple’s forthcoming film adaptation of Twelfth Night.

Originally published in 1981, Midnight's Children quickly gained an international reputation. It was awarded the Booker Prize in 1981 and was voted as the “Booker of Bookers” in 1993. Rushdie’s other novels include Fury, The Ground Beneath Her Feet, The Moor’s Last Sigh and The Satanic Verses. His latest book of essays is Step Across This Line.

Midnight's Children began its run at the Barbican Theatre, London, on January 18 and will continue through February 23. The Ann Arbor production will run March 12-16 at the University of Michigan’s Power Center for the Performing Arts, in a co-presentation with the University Musical Society.

Ticket Sales:  Ticket prices range from $20-$80.  A student discount is available with ID for all performances (day of and advance sales) at the Apollo box office   (A $2 Apollo Theatre restoration charge that is added to the applicable price of each ticket).  Tickets can be purchased through Ticketmaster at 212-307-7171, through www.ticketmaster.com, www.MidnightsChildrenNYC.com, or at the Apollo Theater Box Office, 253 West 125th Street. Group of 10 or more call 212-354-6510.
Midnight's Children HUMANITIES FESTIVAL

In addition to the stage production, Columbia University will present the MIDNIGHT’S CHILDREN Humanities Festival from March 2 through March 30. The campus will come alive with a series of special programs including seminars, roundtables and discussions. Festival highlights include President Lee Bollinger interviewing Salman Rushdie, and dialogues with leading Columbia faculty, writers and artists from the RSC. Other participants include: Peter Awn, Janaki Bakhle, Russell Banks, Homi Bhabha, Vikram Chandra, Michael Cunningham, Todd Gitlin, Margo Jefferson, Manning Marable, Eduardo Machado, John Rockwell, Edward Said and Patricia Williams.

“Midnight's Children serves as a platform for academic discourse, and Columbia University’s Humanities Festival will enrich the production and offer the opportunity to explore its historical context and the creative process,” says Bollinger. 

Additional information on Midnight's Children and the Humanities Festival is available at www.midnightschildrennyc.com.
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