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The Autobiography of Malcolm X'is widely regarded as one of
the most important memoirs of the 20th century. As the most
popular and accessible text on Malcolm X, The Autobiography
has played a major part of the public’'s understanding of this
charismatic political figure. However, while a great deal of the
discourse around Malcolm X has centered on his importance as
a political figure in the Black nationalist movement, the breadth
of his legacy is much more complex. The Autobiography of
Malcolm X Multimedia Study Environment (MSE), produced in
collaboration with the Center for Contemporary Black History
(CCBH), delves beyond the written word to provide a compre-
hensive biographical study of Malcolm X. Professor Manning
Marable, Director of the CCBH, served as the Executive Editor
for the MSE.

The MSE provides the entire text of The Autobiography with
links to original annotations that are divided into four different
“lenses,” or perspectives, through which a reader can examine
and evaluate the social and historical context of The Autobiog-
raphy. More than 400 critical annotations shed light on Malcolm
X as a political figure, cultural hero, global citizen, and man of
deep faith. The MSE also features a rich multimedia archive of
primary source material that makes it a valuable resource for
studying the life of Malcolm X, including:

e Original video interviews with Malcolm X’s contemporaries,
including Ossie Davis, Max Stanford and Abdul Abdur-
Raazag;

* Commentary and analysis by scholars Robin Kelley, Farah J.
Griffin, and Louis DeCaro among others;

* A case file on the assassination of Malcolm X, including ma-
terial that has not been readily available to the public before,
ranging from images of the contents of his pocket the day he
was shot to documents from the FBI and the New York Mu-
nicipal Archives, as well as NYPD interviews with witnesses
and suspects;

e Four video lectures by Professor Marable on the assassina-
tion; the Malcolm X-Alex Haley collaboration; Malcolm X and
gender; and Malcolm X and politics.

All of the annotations and multimedia assets are cross-refer-
enced and fully searchable, making the MSE a significant re-
search tool for African-American scholarship.

http://ccnmtl.columbia.edu/projects/mmt/malcolmx/
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[l The Audobon during and after the -~ [194:] With his own attention distracted, it is possible that he never saw the '~
assasshnation gunmen. One woman who was seated near the front says, "The commotion
[ The Audubon leading up to the back there diverted me just for an instant, then I turned back to look at
assassination Malcolm X just in time to see at least three men in the front row stand and
take aim and start firing simultaneously. It looked like a firing squad.”
[El Assassination aftermath Numerous persons later said they saw two men rushing toward the stage,
. 5 one with a shotgun, the other with two revolvers. Said U.P.I. reporter
B Evowitness to assassination Stanley Scott: "Shots rang out. Men, women and children ran for cover.
They stretched out on the floor and ducked under tables.” Radio Station
- Malcolm X on a stretcher WMCA reporter Hugh Simpson said, "Then I heard this muffled sound, I saw
Malcolm hit with his hands still raised, then he fell back over the chairs
behind him. Everybody was shouting. I saw one man firing a gun from under
%&‘W————‘Eﬁﬂm his coat behind me as I hit it [the floor], too. He was firing like he was in
— 'some Western, running backward toward the door and firing at the same
time."
T 3 Police strugaing with Talmadge
Hayer [195:] The young lady who was in the backstage anteroom told me, "It
sounded like an army had taken over. Somehow, I knew. I wouldn't go and

look. I wanted to remember him as he was."

[196:] Malcolm X's hand flew to his chest as the first of sixteen shotgun

2T} Polce trying to get Taimadge
Hayer off the ground outside
pellets or revolver slugs hit him. Then the other hand flew up. The middle

= Police extricate Taimad finger of the left hand was bullet-shattered, and blood gushed from his
Hayer from crowd goatee. He clutched his chest. His big body suddenly fell back stiffly, knocking m
over two chairs; his head struck the stage floor with a thud.
2 Talmadge Hayer is taken from [197:] In the bedlam of shouting, screaming, running people, some ran
4 e fudubon Bakeomeng toward the stage. Among them Sister Betty scrambled up from where she

had thrown her body over her children, who were shrieking; she ran crying
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Professor Manning Marable
Director, Center for Contemporary Black History

“The Web site is much more than a reprint of an autobiography.
With new information about a historical figure who bears
great relevance today, it's what | call living history... utilizing
history as a way of empowering people.”

The Autobiography of Malcolm X MSE will be used in Professor
Marable’s Malcolm X seminar, as well as in Professor Dennis
Dalton’s Political Theory course and Professor Renee Cherow-
O’Leary’s Technology in Communications, among others. For
more information, please contact CCNMTL at ccnmtl@columbia.
edu.

For further reading, please see Moretti, Frank A., John Frankfurt, and
David Miele, “Malcolm X: Digital Media in a New Age of Learning and
Research,” Souls7 (1), 2005.

For more information please visit http://ccnmtl.columbia.edu
or call us at 212-854-9058



